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                         CRIME-FREE HOUSING
                                                 PROGRAM
      Crime, what a range of emotions is evoked at the mere mention of the word.  Fear, anger, frustration, many people feel helpless, because too often crime is seen as an inevitable part of our society.  It has been said, (if a criminal WANTS to get you, he(ll get you.(  Helplessness and fear most often lead to APATHY. Citizens feel as though they have to (live with it( and just hope that they do not become a victim.

     This way of thinking forces police to be more REACTIVE than PROACTIVE.  Because citizens don(t know what to do to deter crime, it starts to grow and flourish.  Weeds in a lawn are a good analogy.  As a weed grows it roots, sprouts, and eventually chokes out the healthy plants.  The best way to stop weeds from destroying your lawn is to stop them from taking root.  This is the philosophy behind this program.

     Historically, apartment complexes have been a playground for a host of criminal activity.  The City of Savannah has just under 150 complexes with more going up every day.  Because apartment living is mainly a state of transience, it is ideal for the criminal to do his deeds almost undetected.  Neighbors come and go, at an alarming rate when criminal activity is around, so it becomes difficult to know who belongs and who doesn’t.  Residents of apartment complexes don’t have a feel of ownership towards their complex.  Criminals can have anonymity.  Crimes occur in apartment complexes for these reasons and more.  This causes the landlord to spend money repairing property damage due to criminal activity and evictions.  This cost is, in turn, passed on to the tenants. 

     The SAVANNAH CRIME-FREE HOUSING PROGRAM is addressing these problems.  The program is a three segment PARTNERSHIP between the apartment complex owners, tenants, and the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department.  Our goal is to help our citizens to take back their neighborhoods.

We plan to do this in a three part process:

SEGMENT I:   Apartment Landlords & Owners
Citizens who live in apartments have the right to feel as safe as someone living in a single family dwelling.

The apartment complex will have to go through three phases to be certified in the SAVANNAH CRIME-FREE HOUSING PROGRAM:

      Phase I.  The complex manager must attend an eight hour seminar to familiarize themselves with the program.

      Phase II.  An inspection will be done to make the complex safer by utilizing Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED).  The complex will be given a list of requirements such as installing three inch screws in all exterior door (deadbolt) strike plates, installing 180 degree eye viewers (peepholes), installing deadbolts, having adequate lighting, and trimming shrubs down to 3 ft. and trees up to 5 ft..  This will make it harder for criminals to move around undetected.  Other recommendations might be made, but, will not be requirements.    

        Phase III.  The complex is required to host a social for all tenants in order to familiarize them with the program. 

SEGMENT II: Tenants

As the apartment complex managers work to create a safer environment for their tenants, the tenants will be required to go through a strict screening process.  As stated before, don't let the weeds in your garden(.  Perspective tenants will be required to have a criminal background check run, as well as the traditional credit check.  If a person applying for tenancy has been convicted of a violent felony, he/she will be turned away.  If the person has been convicted of a non-violent felony, 10 years must pass before the application is considered.  Applicants must be free of any misdemeanor sentencing for a period of 5 years.  
Once the person has been accepted as a tenant, he/she will then be required to sign a lease addendum stating they will not voluntarily bring criminal activity to the premises.  This means the tenant is responsible for the activities of their guest(s).  All persons living in an apartment will be required to go through the same screening.  

SEGMENT III; Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department,

The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department, through the Crime Free Housing Coordinator, will track criminal activities in member complexes and aid the management to expedite evictions, find trouble spots, answer questions, and secure criminal histories.  The police department will recommend, to those seeking an apartment, to look into living in a Crime-Free Housing Program complex.  The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department will also conduct the CPTED inspection.  
By working together it is possible to create a crime resistant neighborhood.  The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department welcomes the chance to work with the public to create a model community.   By keeping the criminal element from living, and thriving in our neighborhoods we can, together, send them packing!      

By

Star Cpl. Tracy Walden    


Crime-Free Housing Coordinator 
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